The  Might  of  the  Meek
significance of this can only be measured against
the fact that it was contrary to all the usages
of his people, and against all the interests of
common expediency. Even amongst civilized
nations it has always seemed permissible " to
wade through slaughter to a throne," and no
native chief, at any rate, was ever supposed to
hesitate to kill ofi his rivals, however close their
relationship to himself, if they stood in his
path to power. Pure despotism, as a mode of
government, has some advantages for certain
stages of human evolution, but to be effective,
it must be ruthless. If diluted by democratic
idealism, or tempered by sentiment, it is apt
to recoil upon the head of the wavering despot.
Sekhome, Macheng, and Khamane had re-
peatedly been guilty of the blackest treachery,
and had again and again broken the most
solemn vows of loyalty, plunging the tribe into
civil war, and thereby exposing them to at-
tacks from their ever-ready and predatory
neighbours. Had Khama had these men
killed, no one would have questioned his action,
and his prestige in the tribe would have been
enhanced. His leniency was not due to lack of
courage, nor, be it said, to excess of modesty,
for he is temperamentally egotistical, and
jealous of his supremacy. It was a sincere
desire to apply what he felt to be the Christian
spirit and ethic to the practical tests of human
government, and this, in the face of precedent
and provocation, he vindicated.
Later, he allowed Sekhome to return, but
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